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Education
Linfield College McMinnville, Oregon
Bachelor of Arts Candidate, 2012 (2010-2012)

English Literature
Linfield College Study Abroad England

Creative Writing January 2012
Centralia College Centralia, Washington
Associate of Arts (2008-2010)

Professional Experience
Capital City Baseball Olympia, Washington
Assistant Coach (March 2009 – Current)

- Helped coach a team where I developed leadership skills and team building
- Learned how to manage everything involved with running the team like costs,

expenses, travel and food
Doug Talman Construction Olympia, Washington
Manual Labor (March 2008 – March 2009)

- Physical labor that taught me the usefulness of hard work and hands on
experience

- Learned to work for a boss, and work in a group efficiently
- Learned how to adapt to situations when things go wrong or don’t work out

properly

Additional Skill and Activities
Computer and Language Skills

- Extensive experience with Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and other
common computer programs

- Basic web development skills
- Experience with social media, Twitter, Facebook, and WordPress
- Beginner-level Spanish and Japanese speaking, reading and writing

Rubik’s Cube Club
- Solving Puzzles
- Teaching and explaining difficult processes

Sports
- Played baseball first three years of college
- Intramural sports participant in Frisbee, soccer, football, basketball and

softball.



Inverted Pyramid News Story

The thief responsible for stealing a $30,000 telescope from a home in August
recently decided to return the equipment to its owner.

The thief arrange for his attorney to give the telescope to police in a Walmart
parking lot. The telescope had minor damage.

Lt. Rick Tobias of the Portland Police Department said, “The thief knew it was a
valuable item”

The telescope was stolen from Courtney Dickinson’s home on Northwest Raleigh
Street in northwest Portland.

Her car and other expensive items were also stolen. Police said none of the other
items have been recovered.

Dickinson, the astronomer, said, “I’m relieved to have my telescope back. I can
begin pursing my hobby again.”

Profile Query Letter

December 10, 2011
Jed Bladine
President and Publisher
News-Register
P.O. Box 727
McMinnville, OR 97128

Dear Mr. Bladine:

Don Witten is one of the most influential members of our community. As a
teacher at McMinnville High School, he often goes unnoticed by the community for the
hard work he invests in his students. One of his former students said, “He’s a brilliant
teacher, yet maintains a humble and humorous demeanor that is enjoyed by all.”

Don has been a member of our community for decades. He is active throughout the
school and community. He has been teaching at McMinnville as an English teacher and
yearbook teacher for over ten years. Don originally replaced the current Oregon poet



laureate, Paulann Petersen, at his first teaching job. It is interesting to see what Don’s
thoughts on teaching are, along with his approach to teaching.

This article has a chance to shine light on an undervalued part of our community.
Teachers seem to get forgotten when people talk about a community and what it has to
offer. As an aspiring teacher and English major at Linfield College, I think that my article
will do the topic justice. If you are interested in this article, please let me know. I look
forward to hearing back from you.

Thank you kindly,

Colton Westfall
360-789-7657

Profile Article

On the surface, Don Witten is an English teacher at McMinnville High School. In
reality he is so much more than that. He is a role model to his students, his colleagues
and his friends.

Everywhere, people seem to be saying that the education system is in need of

help.

When someone finally is interested in teaching, people suddenly say, “We need

better, smarter teachers.”

There are great teachers everywhere, and they are doing their part to mold the

minds of kids every day.

Don is one of those great teachers. He is an ordinary guy who is trying to make a

difference in the world.

Don has made his classroom a place where kids want to learn, a place where

learning is enjoyable. According to Don, it’s extremely simple to maintain a classroom

like this. A teacher just needs to be real with the kids.



After school, kids are in his classroom hanging out, working on assorted projects.

It’s an atmosphere that is conducive to learning. This was a place where kids could look

forward to going to class and learning.

As a teacher, Don is extremely respected. Numerous students, who graduated

years ago, rave about him. A former student, Suzy Sales, said, “Don is one of those

teachers that you look back upon, wishing you had picked his brain for every bit of

wisdom he possesses.”

Suzy said, “He’s a brilliant teacher, yet maintains a humble and humorous

demeanor that is enjoyed by all.”

It is the teacher’s job to keep the class involved and focused. Don said, “At the

high school level, students can’t be expected to simply pay attention. Their thoughts

jump around a mile a minute, and most of those thoughts have nothing to do with

class.”

If Don is going to lecture for an entire class period, he will not grab the attention

of their students. He said, “You have to vary the amount of things you do in class. A class

based on lecture, day in and day out, won’t reach very many kids. You can’t try to do too

much.”

He insisted that you must engage with the class, and that humor is absolutely

necessary.

This is especially important in classes that focus on the humanities. Don’s classes

are all about emotion, and his classroom is an outlet for this emotion. Not letting the

kids express themselves is depriving them of their educational experience.



Don’s teaching style is a reflection of his life outside of the classroom. He doesn’t

just play the role of teacher. His life is occupied with many of the ideas he teaches.

Don brings this personal experience into his new class that focuses on lyricism

and how it relates to poetry. He is a big fan of classic rock music and enjoys playing the

guitar in his free time.

His new lyricism class brings together music with literature. It helps his students

relate to the subject.

He describes himself as easygoing, willing to go with the flow. He loves to be

outside. On top of playing guitar, he loves to visit his family and to write. He is able to

bring his life experience into teaching with his writing and love of music every week.

Don recently considered retiring, but, he said, “When your job is so great, why

quit? I want to stick it out for a few more years at least. Especially since I got this

lyricism class started.”

The alternative to teaching, for Don, would be walking around on his farm. Don

said, “The farm gets pretty boring after a while. There isn’t much to do besides walk

around and look at stuff.”

Still, that’s where he spends most of his time. Located a few miles outside of

McMinnville, Don and his family are able to live a life free from the everyday hustle of

city life.

Teaching isn’t Don’s only contribution to the community. He is the self-

proclaimed scribe of the school, and twice a week sends out a piece of writing to an

email list. On Tuesdays he sends out a poem, sometimes his own, that simply lets



people relax and experience poetry for a while. The poems are just a relaxing way for

friends and colleagues to cap off the day.

On Friday, he sends out what he calls “Field Notes,” which is writing about any

particular subject. His most recent Field Notes piece mentioned a wheelchair evacuation

practice that turned into a powerful emotional experience and changed his way of

looking at life. He said, “Words fail me right now trying to capture the emotion of that

moment.”

During the drill, Don had to help another teacher carry a handicapped student

down the stairs. This one moment made him reflect on his entire life. He said, “I never

really stopped to think about, how something as simple as walking the stairs is such a

gift to us. We have to appreciate every moment of life.”

Sometimes it is hard for a student to see a teacher as a normal person as

opposed to an object that only exists in the classroom. “They view you as some other

kind of life form, and if they can see a personal side of you, then you start to build

relationships,” Don said.

A new teacher has to go into teaching with the right mindset. Don said, “You

need to go into teaching with the realization that you won’t be able to change

everything.” Being a teacher is not being a dictator where only their opinion matters.

“They say if you love your job, you will never have to work a day in your life.” As

clichéd as it sounds, that quote describes Don’s teaching perfectly. He continues to

teach because he loves doing it.



That isn’t the only reason he continues to teach. There are also those moments

that written words don’t do justice.

At the end of last year Don received an unexpected visit from his senior students

in a class made up of all age levels. After the senior class had finished with their classes,

they showed up anyway like it was a normal day. When Don asked them what they were

doing in class, they informed him they had a gift to give him. They had created a DVD of

every student talking about how much they enjoyed the class, and the experience of it.

He said, “The most rewarding thing about teaching is the relationships that you

build with kids. And you hear back from kids in class five, or 10, or 12 years ago. And

that’s the rewarding thing. To just hear them say, ‘Wow, that book literally changed my

life,’ or, ‘That class changed my life.’ How do you measure that? That’s pretty good

stuff.”

That is pretty good stuff.

Participatory Query Letter

December 10, 2011
Jed Bladine
President and Publisher
News-Register
P.O. Box 727
McMinnville, OR 97128

Dear Mr. Bladine:

A trip on a dreary day in fall can lead to an experience that is just as fun-filled as
any other time of the year. Imagine a warm, sunny day as you head off to the Oregon
coast. Now imagine this same place with none of the hassle, but just as much fun. We all



know how beautiful the beach is on a sunny summer afternoon. But the beach doesn’t
go away when the weather is bad.

In my article, I will take a day trip to visit Lincoln City, Ore., and write a travel
piece. This is the perfect time to visit the coast. There is a great variety of places to visit
in the town, and, of course, there is the pristine beach. And you don’t have to deal with
all of the people. I plan to show some places that are great for you to visit. It is a great
time to escape from reality.

Every nook and cranny of a beach town offers a unique experience. The town is
beautiful in the fall, and it is always welcoming and open. Lincoln City is less than an
hour from McMinnville, and people seem to forget about it. It’s perfect for a day trip.
Writing an article on this place will allow people to see a side that they don’t normally
think about. This article displays one of the great parts of Oregon.

I am quite familiar with the coast, and I can do a trip justice in an article. I grew u
near the ocean, and have taken numerous trips to the coast. As an English major at
Linfield College, I think my knowledge and my ability to write will allow me to describe
the coast in a way that will interest people. I hope you are as interested in the article as I
am.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Best regards,

Colton Westfall
360-789-7657

Participatory Article

Waking up on a cold, dreary morning in McMinnville, Ore., I figured it would be

the perfect day to head to the beach. After all, everyone knows the weather on the

coast is different from the weather inland. So I called up a few buddies, and informed

them of my plan. While everyone else was wrapped up in blankets watching TV on the

couch, we would take a day trip to the Oregon coast, specifically Lincoln City, Ore.



My spur of the moment day trip, to the coast, was a way to shine a light on this

delightful place that we tend to forget about, unless it is 70 degrees and sunny out. We

could play on the beach, visit the local stores or simply take in the environment.

We get so caught up in the hubbub of work and everyday life that, sometimes,

we need to take a step back to enjoy everything around us. The coziness of the beach

town and beauty of nature, alone, make this trip worth the short drive.

While planning a trip to the beach, the first thing that comes to mind is the

weather. This thought is even more prevalent in Oregon due to the fact it rains for 350

days of the year (at least people not from the Pacific Northwest would have you believe

this). Realistically, barring a torrential downpour, the beach is enjoyable any time of the

year.

The weather wasn’t an issue for our trip, since we were going rain or shine, but

nobody wants to see dark clouds hanging around as they head out of town.

Snacks and good music are essential when going on a trip like this, so we made

sure to charge the iPod and stop at the local convenient store for all of the essentials,

drinks, chips and Goldfish crackers (my personal favorites).

One nice thing about this trip is the simplicity of the route. Ask anyone how to

get to Lincoln City and the answer will be the same, “Just head west until you run into

the ocean.”

The sun was trying to break through the dark clouds as we drove along. After

what seemed like hours (really it was about 45 minutes), we caught our first glimpse of

the shimmering, blue body of water.



To make everything better, the sun had come out from behind the clouds.

It was a perfect day.

The best part about the beach on a Saturday morning in fall is the sense of being

alone. A person can really feel close to nature here, and they don’t have to worry about

it being spoiled by hundreds of other beach-goers.

That isn’t saying that people are bad. In fact, some would say that people at the

beach are easier to get along with. As self-described beach bum Greg Rogers said,

“Everyone I meet here seems extremely nice. I walk the beach every morning, and I’ve

never met someone that was rude.”

That is the beauty of a trip like this. It is relaxing for everyone. It gives you a

chance to forget about your problems, and simply focus on the now. And it is so simple!

No experience is necessary to enjoy the coast. If you have been on the beach

every day for 20 years, like Greg, or it is your first time, it will be fun.

My buddies and I brought our Frisbee along, because toys always make a trip better.

After getting our exercise for the day, we headed to the tide pools.

This is one of the fascinating parts of the Oregon coast. The wildlife is completely

accessible, and we got a first-hand look at the microscopic lives of sea anemones,

urchins, crabs and tiny fish.

This day trip is for anyone. At low tide, a couple, looking at the tide pools, said

this was their first trip to the Oregon coast. They were from Utah, and they were visiting

family. The couple had never been here, but managed to have a great time exploring the

tiny creations that the beach had to offer.



In our short time there, we were able to see a flock of seagulls fight over food,

and two crabs fight each other to the death. This is something you won’t see every day

back home.

Seagulls and crabs are just a small example of the wildlife that can be seen on the

coast. I didn’t even mention the whales, seals, fish and other exciting things there are!

(Of course, we did not see any of these things while at the beach.)

To really experience this trip it is best to be out walking around, but that isn’t the

only way. There were countless cars out for a morning drive. The warm confines of a car

are nice, but there is nothing like the sand forming around your toes.

This leads to the make or break part of the trip: What clothes to wear. There is no

such thing as “warm” when it is November on the Oregon coast. Even a sunny day will

be chilly.

A jacket or sweatshirt is best to wear, and something to keep your head warm

(baseball cap, beanie, scarf etc) is always nice. Long pants are ideal, but some brave

souls may want to wear shorts. Personally, I showed up in some rolled up jeans, a

sweatshirt, a beanie and no shoes

Depending on how much you plan to walk, good shoes or boots usually do the

trick. Or you can close your eyes, imagine you are in Hawaii, and go barefoot.

We had our fun on the beach and decided to go up to the main street for a bit.

My group of friends was still full from our food, but we walked by a vast array of

restaurants that smelled delicious.



The desire to stop in for a bite to eat was nearly overwhelming. But we knew we

had to get back to McMinnville. So we piled into the car, knowing that this trip had been

a success.

We had gone to the coast, battled the harsh weather of fall and lived to tell the

tale.

The worst part of going on a trip like this is that I have to return home eventually.

Even my friend Zach, who never has fun doing anything, said, “That was way more fun

than I expected. Let’s go again in the spring.”

We got back to my apartment, and I immediately started thinking about the

beach. We had been gone for an hour, but it felt like I couldn’t remember the smell of

the water, or the sounds of the waves breaking onto the sand.

So, we decided that another trip would have to happen in the immediate future.

For those who haven’t been able to experience this, take a trip! It’s cheap, quick, easy,

and most of all, fun.

Press Release

Camas: First Open Mic is Coming Up

MCMINNVILLE, Ore., Nov. 13, 2011- Camas, the Linfield literary magazine, is holding its
first open mic night of 2011 in the Fred Meyer Lounge this week, giving students an
opportunity to share their favorite literature with peers.

The open mic night is the first of many opportunities for Linfield students to share their
passion for poetry, slam poetry, fiction, non fiction or whatever else they want to share.
Anyone is allowed to get up and read in front of the rest of the group. It is a casual
setting where people can learn about new literature or just experience it or a night.



“I love that students want to get together to discuss one of my favorite topics
[literature],” said Gary McDoyle, the Camas publisher. “It is rewarding to see all of our
hard work pay off, and the skill and passion that these students put into their work as
they create poetry or stories are great to see.”

The open mic night is also a way for Camas to market the literary magazine that comes
out in the spring.

About Camas: Camas is Linfield College’s literary magazine that is published once a year.
It is filled with writing and photography created by students. Camas also holds events
throughout the year to spread the word about the magazine.

Contact:
Colton Westfall
421-876-5309
NumberOne@America.com

News Script

A MAN WAS SHOT NEAR A SALEM PIZZA HUT SATURDAY NIGHT.

TWO DEPUTIES ARRIVED IN MINUTES TO THE SCENE AND FOUND A MAN LYING DOWN
NEXT TO A BAR.

THE MAN’S NAME HAS NOT BEEN RELEASED, BUT HIS INJURIES ARE NOT LIFE-
THREATENING.

INVESTIGATORS BELIEVE HE WAS INVOLVED IN A CONFRONTATION, BUT THE
SHOOTER’S MOTIVE IS NOT CLEAR.

A VEHICLE INVOLVED IN THE SHOOTING WAS DESCRIBED AS A DARK-COLORED S-U-V.

THE INVESTIGATION IS ONGOING.

30-second PSA Video Script
Organization: The Hunger Project

Video Audio
Open on MS of a young family, mom, dad,
and two children that are malnourished

NARRATOR: (VO) YOU KNOW HUNGER IS A
HUGE PROBLEM WORLDWIDE.

mailto:NumberOne@America.com


and look sick.

Wipe to the image of dirty water where
people are drinking from. Pan right to
show how many people are waiting for
water.

Dissolve into multiple shots of starving
families all over the world, and individual
pictures of kids in the streets by
themselves.

Fade to black, text comes up showing the
organization’s name, site and phone
number.

Fade into final ELS shot showing the family
smiling at camera.

Fade to black.

EVERY DAY, ONE POINT SEVEN BILLION
PEOPLE LACK CLEAN WATER, AND 925
MILLON PEOPLE DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH
TO EAT.

THE HUNGER PROJECT WANTS TO
EMPOWER WOMEN AND MEN TO END
THEIR OWN HUNGER. WE WANT TO PUT
AN END TO WORLD HUNGER, ONE PERSON
AT A TIME… PLEASE TAKE PART IN THE
ONGOING STRUGGLE BY DONATIONG
SOME TIME OR MONEY TO HELP.

VISIT OUR SITE AT WWW DOT T-H-P DOT
ORG TO LEARN MORE OR DONATE FIVE
DOLLARS BY TEXTING THE WORD FOOD TO
212-251-9100. 100 PERCENT OF DNATIONS
GO TOWARDS FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY.

BY DONATING, YOU CAN HELP SAVE THE
LIFE OF A CHILD IN NEED OF FOOD.

REMEMBER, ANYTHING HELPS.

PSA Radio Spot Script
Organization: The Hunger Project

EVERY FIVE SECONDS, A CHILD DIES FROM HUNGER RELATED DISEASES. HELP END

WORLD HUNGER. PLEASE TEXT THE WORD FOOD TO 212-251-9100 TO MAKE A

DONATION OF FIVE DOLLARS TO THE HUNGER PROJECT.

# # # # #



EVERY DAY, 925 MILLION GO HUNGRY. THE HUNGER PROJECT NEEDS YOUR HELP TO

END THIS TRUGGLE. PLEASE VISIT THE HUNGER PROJECT TO LEARN MORE AT WWW T-

H-P DOT COM.

# # # # #

THE HUNGER PROJECT WANTS TO HELP END WORLD HUNGER. IF YOU ARE ABLE TO

DONATE TO THE CAUSE PLEASE CALL 212-251-9100


